CH* i ]                          LOCAL TRADITIONS

A list of fifty-nine kings who reigned at Thaton  (SudhammavatI)
is given in the chronicles.

Some time about the sixth century AJD. (578 AD.) two sons
of the reigning king of Thaton, Thamala (Syamala) and Vimala,
excluded from succession to the throne, collected people from the
surrounding country, and moving north-west founded a new city
called Bogo or Pegu, known also by the sacred or classic name
HamsavatL

gyamala, king of Pegu, promised his younger brother Vimala
succession to the throne. But when Vimala went to Taxila to
study, a son was born to Syamala, and Vimala, finding on his
return that his brother had forgotten his promise, killed him and
ascended the throne. Sixteen years later Hindu strangers came in
ships to Pegu and surrounded it. Sy&mala's son came out from
concealment, fought with the invaders, and defeated them, capturing
seven ships and three thousand and five hundred Hindu strangers.
He succeeded Vimala as king. There were altogether 17 kings in
this dynasty, the last of whom, Tissa, ascended the throne in
761 A.D. A legend describes how this heretic king was converted
to Buddhism by the devotion of a lady who became his chief queen.

The deltaic country including Thaton and Pegu is generally
identified by local traditions with Suvarnabhumi in Indian Buddhist
literature, and is regarded as the region converted by Asofca's
missionaries Sona and Uttara. Even the birth-place of the two
merchants Tapusa and Bhalluka who, according to Buddhist canon,
saw the Buddha and became his first converts, is located in the
same country. They are said to have brought home eight hairs of
Buddha's head and enshrined them in a pagoda since known as U*e
Shwe Begun, near Rangoon.

Leaving aside the chronological system, and the references to
the Buddha and the Sakya clan, whicjj are easily explained by the
Buddhist proclivities of the chroniclers and the people at large,
the broad facts underlying these legends are the settlement of
Indian colonists, in Arakan and Burma, among the Pyus, Mrarama
and Kerens, who were branches of the same race, and the Mons or
Takings in the south who belonged to a different race; the
foundation of the Hindu kingdoms of Arakan, Tagaung,
Thaton and Pegu ; - and destruction of the Hinduised Pyfc
of Srikshetnf by the*Mons or Takings of Pegu leading to the founda-
tion . of the new kingdom of Pagan where the Hinduised Miainiiits
or the Burmans came to occupy the supreme place.

The   historical   character   of   these   broad   facts   jests   m
testimony.   The literary and arehaeologfcal evidences

wove beyond dispute that the entire culture and civifeatitKi of